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Like everyone else we are experiencing the blessings and challenges of this
unique season on planet earth. The YWAM North Cascades campus has
been closed. The January DTS had to go home early with their outreach
postponed. We had to postpone the Frontier Comics Seminar that was
supposed to start next week to a to-be-determined future date. Our staff has
daily zoom conference call meetings and our team is working from home on
long-term projects and keeping up with student communications. We’ve also
opened up the campus to be a place where people can self isolate who are
having flu-like symptoms. I’ve been taking the time to get some progress
done on some illustration projects as well as planning for the future.
School and office closures has also meant a lot of quality family time. We’ve
played tons of monopoly. We are so grateful we bought a trampoline at
Christmas to help the kids get their energy out. Family bike rides, picnics,
and craft projects are more frequent than ever before. We’re also all going a
little stir crazy and we each have our grumpy moments.
Like many, my head spins with information overload. I feel we are in a dress
rehearsal for the years leading up to the Lord’s return. I don’t believe the
first seal of Revelation 6 has happened, but I find it interesting that in that
passage the Antichrist is given a crown in order to conquer. Corona means
“crown” describing the crown-like look of the viral cells that have shuttered
the globe. As we enter into passion week, let’s reflect on Jesus, who was
coronated with a crown of thorns and carried our sins and our infirmities as
our passover Lamb. Having conquered the grave, his blood still causes
death to passover those who put their trust in it. Now enthroned in heaven I
believe Jesus is looking for two things from his people during this crisis: our
humility and our faith. The famous passage from 2 Chronicles 7:14 has a
context: “13 When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or
command locusts to devour the land or send a plague among my people,
14 if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and
pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from
heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land. Whether God sent
this plague or not, He has allowed it, and we all have ample time to humble
ourselves (anyone want to join me on a 7 day fast for passion week?), turn
from wrong attitudes and besetting sins and seek God’s face. I believe we
can shift this crisis if we come to Him in faith-filled prayer. As we approach
the passion week of Christ, let’s not give way to fear, but let us turn away
from sin and unbelief and cry out to the God for whom nothing is impossible.
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